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vibratory powers resembling, or accordant with, its own,
to form a new mental body, representing the mental stage
of the man with all his mental faculties.

After the mental body is partially formed, the life-
thrill awakens or vivifies the astral atom to provide an
astral body representing the desire-nature and repro-
ducing the qualities evolved in the past.

Then the life-touch from the ego reaches the
physical permanent atom, and the key-note of that atom
is one of the forces which guide the selection of the
materials of the future phy&ical body, for none can be
chosen that cannot, at least to some extent, be attuned
to that atom. But it is only one of the forces; the
karma of past lives, mental, emotional, and in relation to
others, demands materials capable of the most varied
expressions ; out of that karma, certain mighty beneficent
Intelligences, called Lipika or Lords of Karma, holding
the threads of destiny for every man, choose such as is
congruous, i.e., such as can be expressed through a body
of a particular material group; this congruous mass of
karma determines the material group, overriding the
permanent atom, and out of that group are chosen such
materials as can vibrate in harmony with the permanent
atom, or in discords not disruptive in their violence.
Thus the Lords of Karma choose the race, the nation,
the family, etc., and guide the reincarnating ego to
the environments required in accordance with the
three factors which determine reincarnation as described
before.

The mould of the new physical body, suitable for
the expression of the man's qualities and for working out
the causes set going in the past, is given by those Great
Ones, and the new etheric double, a copy of the mould, is